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Matthew 15:1-2,4-9,11 KJV

Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, [2] Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread. [4] For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. [5] But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; [6] And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. [7] Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, [8] This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. [9] But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. [11] Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.

49 But as they went along on the road, that morning, I can just see them. Oh, my! The greatest blow that ever happened to them. Here they was on the road. They had left their church, excommunicated, for following Him. They thought surely He would do something, triumph there at the grave. Then they were taken from their church. They couldn’t return to church anymore. And they would be branded, mocked at, laughed at, made fun of.

50 That’s the way a man does when he really sells out for Christ. He has to cut every shoreline, to walk alone with Christ, Him alone. And men and women of this world, who has ever amounted to anything, are men and women who have predominantly taken Christ for their Saviour and stood alone in their decision.

51 It’ll be the same way with every man here this morning, or every woman, boy or girl. If you ever wish to amount to anything, go forward with God. Don’t trust your church. Don’t trust your preacher, your rabbi, your priest. But, stand alone in Christ Jesus. It’s the only way you can do it. Don’t…

52 If you’re here to be prayed for this morning, to be healed, don’t say, “Oh, if I can get to the…up there to be prayed for, Brother Branham can pray for me, somebody else do this, that, or…” Put your trust alone in Him. Stand there, know He raised from the dead, has made the infallible promise, and it can never fail. God’s Word! You see it?
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66 I’m afraid today that too many of us are not getting people to Christ. We’re getting them to a church, to a theory. But we must get them to Christ. He is the only One, and the only One that has Life. “He that has the Son has Life.”
67 And if the life of a man that’s dead be projected in you, you will live the same life he lived.

68 If the blood of a man was a certain type, and you took the blood from one man and changed the blood of the one man into another, he would absolutely be that typed blood.

69 And if your spirit that’s in you is reckoned dead, and you are anointed with the Life that was in Christ, is upon you! Romans 8:11 said, “If the Spirit that raised Christ from the dead, dwells in you, It’ll also quickens your mortal body,” that same Life, them same powers, them same beneficiaries, that He had here on earth, from God. He redeemed you, a Seed that was foreknown by God, whose names was put on the Lamb’s Book of Life before the foundation of the world.
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150 And here they are veiled with lust, and they look at one another to…See, Adam could look at Eve, and didn’t know she was naked. But now with this lust veil, she doesn’t realize she is naked, but she does it under this lust veil to make man look at her. It’s the only thing she can do it for. You don’t believe that, but you do it anyhow, and man look. And he found out you got so much attraction, till he come around and put some of your clothes on himself.

151 Oh, what a perversion! What a age! What a time we’re…How deceitful it is! Oh, all these things, “and don’t know it,” a perfect perverted spirit is in the man. He is veiled from the lust of Satan, and the woman is, too. It’s a satanic spirit of a great society. See, they don’t know, but they’re a organization. Women with shorts on, belongs to an organization. Man dressed like that, is on a organization. I’ll give you the abbreviation of it, B.S.S., Big Sister Society, so that’s what they belong to. Come out there, a big sissy society, with them little old pants on, big old knotty-looking, dirty-looking thing. I—I…

152 Man, now you may differ me with this, but that’s the Truth. You have been perverted and don’t know it. You’re not, don’t act like a man no more. See, coming so soft; and, their son, will be nothing to them anymore; men, and women, too. They are a society. There is a organization. Why? “John, next door, wore shorts, so why can’t I? Luella wanted me to wear them because John wore them, next door. And, well, if—if Susie Jane can wear them, so can Martha Jane wear them, or Susie Lou,” or ever who her name is, see. See, it’s a society. It’s an organization. You spiritually belong to it, and don’t know it.

153 And if that’s so, and we see it’s so, so are you blinded. You are blinded to these denominations that Satan has twisted you into. And it’s the perversion of God’s original Word, and His Kingdom, and His plan for His children. Satan has twisted men and women into these things, and they don’t know it. A perverted!

154 No longer a son of God! Bangs hanging down in his face, and a pair of shorts on, trucking down the street; a son of God, deacon in a church, a pastor in a pulpit? No, that ain’t a son of God. He never came through God’s thinking Filter. He wouldn’t have them women’s clothes on; he sure wouldn’t; neither would she have the man’s clothes on. See, it’s not a son of God. It’s a son of Satan, and a daughter of Satan. Hard thing to say!

155 Satan has succeeded in perverting and taking over this world, and making it his kingdom; that man was put on, by free moral agency, to choose for themselves what kind of life they desired. And that shows what’s in your heart. See? Your voice…You know what? Your actions speak so loud, it drowns your voice. Uh-huh!

156 Let me go to a man. And say, “Oh, I…We’re all Christians. We belong to church.” And stripteases hanging all over his office? Huh! It wouldn’t make no difference what he told me, I would know better; so would you.

157 Let a woman say she’s a Christian, with short hair? Huh-uh! You know better than that, see. Yes, sir. Let her say she’s a Christian, wearing paint and make-up, and shorts, and say she’s a Christian? You know better than that. The Word of God teaches you better than that. The Word says she can’t do it and be a Christian. She is even dishonorable, and everything. How is God going to put a dishonorable thing in His Kingdom? No, sir, not at all. No, sir. Theirselves, they shows their desire.

158 You can’t get a dove to eat with a buzzard, not at all. A dove don’t have any gall. He can’t eat that old a carrion. If he took a bite of it, it would kill him, and he knows it. But a buzzard can eat most anything he wants to. See? He’s got plenty of gall.
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Alright. Now what was the spiritual climate of that church? It had left its first love. Leaving its first love of the Word of God was revealed to us as having fallen from its origin, which was Pentecost. In plain English, that means this church was in danger of being taken away from the leading of the Holy Spirit, the control of the Spirit. This was exactly what took place after Moses led Israel out of Egypt. The way of God was to lead them by the cloud of fire, prophetic utterance, miracles and signs, and God-given wonders. This was to be accomplished by “God-selected,” and “God-ordained,” and “God-equipped,” and “God-sent” men, with the whole camp being dominated by a Holy Ghost move. They rebelled and wanted a set of rules and creeds to go by. Then they wanted a king. Then they wanted to be exactly like the world and went into complete apostasy and oblivion. That is exactly how the first church age started, and it will get worse and worse, until the Holy Spirit is completely rejected and God must destroy the people.

See how it started out in the early church. It was called deeds. Then it became a doctrine. It became the standard. It became the unbending way. It finally took over and God was pushed aside. Oh, it started so small, so quietly, so inoffensively. It looked so good. It seemed so sound. Then it caught a hold, and like a python, it squeezed out the very breath and killed all the spirituality there was in the church. Oh, that false vine is subtle. It is like an angel of light until it gets a hold on you. Now I want to say that I believe in leadership. But it is not the leadership of men I believe in. I believe in the leadership of the Holy Ghost coming through the Word. I believe also, that God has set men in the church, men who are gifted by the Spirit; and they will keep the church in order. I believe that. I believe also that the church is ruled over by men that God sends to take charge. But that rule is BY THE WORD, so that it is not men really ruling but the SPIRIT OF GOD, for the Word and Spirit are ONE. Hebrews 13:7, “Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the Word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.”

But see what was happening back there. That false vine was getting a hold and it was teaching that rulership by man was right. It taught that the church had to be governed. It taught a control over the people, but instead of doing it God’s way, they simply took authority and vested all the spiritual power in their own hands and came out with a holy priesthood standing between God and the people. They went right back to the old Aaronic system. They became antichrist for they disposed of His mediatorship and imposed their own. God hated that. The Ephesians hated that and any true believer will hate it too. We would have to be stone blind not to see that same thing at work all through the ages and right now it is the worst of all. What it was, was organization. That separated the people. God’s people are supposed to be one. By ONE Spirit are they ALL baptized into one body and EVERYONE is to be moved upon by the Holy Ghost and EVERYONE is to participate in the worship of God. But men wanted the preeminence, so they took over control, and bishops became archbishops, and with imposing titles they by-passed the Word of God and taught their own doctrines. They got the people to obey them until the time came that their way of worship did not in any way at all resemble the early days after Pentecost. These deeds were the beginning of apostolic succession. From apostolic succession it was one easy and quick step to “church membership” as the means of saving grace. The Word was reduced to a creed. Antichrist by his spirit was predominating the church.
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And no wonder people loved to come to Jerusalem, because they had everything in common. They worshipped under one supreme sacrifice, the shed blood of the lamb, the burnt offering, and everyone having fellowship.

37 Now, that’s a wonderful thing, but yet in having that, many times the people stray away and they make an idol out of the very thing that God has ordained. Do you believe that?

Look at the serpent, the brass serpent in the wilderness. Did you know the prophet had to tear that serpent to pieces? Why? Because the people were worshipping the serpent. And they made an idol out of it. Do you believe you can do that today? You can make an idol out of your church. You can make an idol out of your pastor. You can make an idol out of an evangelist. And I’m afraid that that’s what a whole lot of it’s being done. They idolize the man.
I was in California speaking to the Christian Business Men. And they were…I was talking on the subject of Paul said that one thing that he feared, that is, that the people would over think of him and not of the Lord Jesus. So he didn’t come to them in excellency of words, but he come to them in the power of the Holy Spirit. That he’s—that he…They would not worship him or believe too much above him, upon him, but would believe in the Lord Jesus, that their faith might not be in Paul, but might be in Jesus…

38 And today, that’s the thing today when we see people, and people are so subject in this day to jumping at little flowery thing, till it makes you kind of wonder sometimes. Don’t never think above—one man above another. No, sir, no matter who he is, if he’s just a little old fellow out here giving tracts out on the street, and if he’s a—a Billy Graham.

No matter who he is, if he’s God’s servant, respect them all the same, everyone. Don’t have one above another and favorites. We don’t have that. Don’t do that. And don’t respect one person above another. Be…Let—let everybody be on the level.

And brother and sister, in Jesus’ precious Name, please think of your humble brother as the lowest of those brothers. You see? Just as…I—I don’t say that to be humble. I say that from my heart because I mean it. It’s Jesus Christ that I’m trying to represent to you (See?), Jesus Christ the Son of God.

39 And now, down along through that day they had a little remnant of people who really were ordained to Eternal Life, that believed and were waiting. And we’ll find out just before that great epoch (if you’d want to call it, or junction, as we spoke on the other night), the supernatural begin to take place.
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312 Want it come to the city of David, instead of Jerusalem. There was no place ready for it at that time, and so is it today. These great mysteries that’s been unfolded by the Seven Seals, there’s not a place in any denomination…would have to quit being a denomination to take It. All the way from Luther on down to the Pentecostal Oneness, there’s not a place can receive It. Neither can a man receive It and stay in his denomination. He’ll have to follow the wheat or go with the shuck, either one he wants to.
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312 We see the things that He prophesied to us here, through His prophet, John, on the isle of Patmos. We see it fulfilled, to the letter. We see the Holy Ghost made manifest among us here on earth. We see the denominations put Him out of the church; the Word. They got nothing against the people; it’s that Word that they hate. It’s against their tradition. Just as when You were here on earth, You was the Word, and You were against their traditions; and they threw You out of their churches, everywhere.

313 And now, Lord, there is no cooperation, nowhere. Trying even to get into South Africa, where I know there is some souls there yet waiting. Every place, and look like they won’t receive me, Lord. Not because of me, Lord; it’s because of this Message. But, You said it would be this way, and You’ve made it known to us so we wouldn’t be discouraged. We know the hour we’re living.
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29 As people today are trying to say, “We should wash feet once a year, on—on Thursday, and on Friday we should take the communion,” and all different doctrines of…They argue about whether it should be this day or that day, or whether it should be a sabbath day or the first day of the week; or…All these things are just merely tradition. What good would any of it do you, whether you had Lent or not Lent, if there is no Life in you? It’s only a memorial. Which, there’s nothing against it, but they have certainly carried out their traditions, but left off the main thing.

30 Satan doesn’t care how religious you are, or how right you are in your Doctrine. If you miss that Life, you won’t come up, anyhow. No matter how religious, how good, how many churches you’ve belonged to or will belong to, it doesn’t matter one thing unless you have been born again.
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72 And the Gentiles are called out. The Bride is ready. The Rapture is at hand. Can we realize that? Can we actually believe that? Is it a story that’s been told? Is it a myth, to us? Is it a something that sounds real? Is it something that we, outside, can believe? Or, is it something that’s in us, that’s part of us, that it’s more than life to us? What attitude do we set in, this morning, in this tabernacle? Remember, it’ll be a small flock that receives It.
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