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ADAM , NOAH , ABRAHAM 

»   GENESIS 12

GENESIS 12:1

»     1     †      ¶  Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:

GENESIS 12:2

»     2     †     And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

GENESIS 12:3

»     3     †     And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

GENESIS 12:4

»     4     †      ¶  So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.

GENESIS 12:5

»     5     †     And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.

GENESIS 12:6

»     6     †      ¶  And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land.

GENESIS 12:7

»     7     †     And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.
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«  E-11       †         And in the garden of Eden, as soon as the man realized that he had sinned (and instead of him running up and down the--the street, or the paradise there, saying, "Father, Father, where are you?") he was hiding. And it was God, running up and down the way, hollering, "Adam, Adam, where art thou?" See the nature of man? Instead of coming out, and confessing in the open, and being sincere about it, and saying, "God, I've sinned," and, "forgive me," he'll run and hide behind something. And the one thing Adam did, which is a great strain on man, he made himself a homemade religion.

Now, we know the word religion means "a covering." And Adam (instead of saying, "God cover me"), he made himself some aprons out of fig leaves, he and Eve. And they worked all right as long as God wasn't around. But when they come in the Presence of God, they realized that their fig-leaf religion wouldn't work. And brother, there's so much of that today, to, I'm afraid that you're going to find the same thing when God comes again: that homemade, fig-leaf religion won't stand in the Presence of God. God had to make a covering for them.
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«  E-12       †         Now, if you'll notice what caused this great thing in the beginning, God took man for a partner, and He made a covenant with a man, equal, and told a man, "If thou shall do this and not do this," and the man broke his covenant, and he always breaks his covenant. Man just can't keep his promise, that's all. There's only One can keep His promise, that's God. Man cannot, he breaks his covenant every time with God. But right in Eden, watch God: He said, "I..." (I, the personal pronoun.) "I will put enmity..." (not, "If you'll do a certain thing, I'll send a redeemer.") but, "I will put enmity between her seed and the serpent's seed," and so forth. "I will do that." Not on any conditions that Adam had to do, but He said He would do it sovereignly.
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«  E-13       †         And now, how God has always made His covenant, and when He made it with a man... The greatest mistake that Israel ever made, was in Exodus the 19th chapter, when grace had already provided a saviour, it had already provided a deliverer, it had already provided an atonement, a shed blood, and Israel said, "Don't let God speak, let Moses speak." They wanted a law, or commandments, or something that they could do themselves. You see the nature of man? Trying to find something to do, himself, towards, merit salvation. Now, see what the grace of God had already done? Sent Moses, a deliverer, and sent an atonement, a shed-blood sacrifice, a medium between God and man; and after His grace had did all this, then, still, the children of Israel wanted something to do, to merit their salvation.
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«  E-14       †         Isn't that just like the people today? You want to keep Sabbath days, quit eating meat, and doing something another, you want to do something to merit your salvation, when it's just as free as free can be. That's right.

I hear people say, "Oh, praise God, I sought God day and night."

No, you never. There never was a man, sought God. God seeks man, not man seeking God.

"Oh," you say, "Preacher, I did."

No, you never. Jesus said, "No man can come to Me, except My Father draws him first." See? You don't seek God, God seeks you. It's always the seeker, God seeking the lost, not the lost seeking God. You couldn't have nothing to do with it. You're not saved tonight on any merits of your own, or anything; you're saved because God's sovereign grace called you to Jesus Christ, and the only way. It ain't whether you keep Sabbath days, or new moons, or whether you eat meat, or don't eat meat, whether you do this, or do that; you're saved by grace, and grace alone, the only thing.
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«  E-15       †         Now, when you can get that in your mind, settle down, that it's nothing you can do about it, you'll find out the same thing works by healing. If God will help me, in a few moments, I'll show you that healing is on the same basis. That's right. It's God's unconditional covenant, not what you can do for Him.

Someone said, "Brother Branham, when you was off, those eight months, that time, almost to a breakdown, did you keep your religion?"

I said, "No, sir. My religion kept me."

That's it. I can't... It isn't whether I hang on, or not, it isn't whether I hold out, it's whether He holds out, or not, whether He held out. There's nothing I can do, it's what He has done for me, what Christ done for me, in God. That's the reason I'm saved, tonight. Yes, sir. Not what I could do, not by good works are we saved, but by His mercies, God has saved us in Christ, unconditionally.

We were Gentiles, alienated from God, cut off without hope, without mercy. Christ, in his sovereign grace, died in our stead, taking our place. So it's not nothing we done, nothing we could boast in. Paul said, "God forbid that he'd boast, save the cross of Jesus Christ." That's right, in Christ, he boasted.
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«  E-16       †         Now, after the antediluvian destruction, the wiping off of the world, God started the people out again.

And in Genesis, we find a man by the name of Abraham, the son of--of (I forget what his father's name...) Hiram, that came down, probably from Babylon, a idol worshipper, came down in the valleys in the... of Shinar, dwelled in the land of Chaldea, the city of Ur. He was married to his half sister, Sarah.

And as they came down in this land, and all the peoples there was, everywhere, Abraham wasn't any better than anyone else. But God, by sovereign grace and election, called Abraham, according to election. That's it. No thing said that Abraham was any better. Don't even say he was a believer, in the beginning, but God with un-... with His unmerited grace, Abraham was saved. And not only was he saved... But when God called Abraham, He saved him, and give him His covenant, unconditionally.
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«  E-17       †         Never... He didn't say, "Abraham, now, if you'll do a certain thing." He said, "I have, I, ye shall, I have." Notice it, "You will come to me in an old age, in peace, right now," seventy-something years before it happened, God said, "I've already saved you, and not only you, but your seed, after you." When you get to thinking of that, without any merits, without anything, God's covenant was unconditional to Abraham. God told him He saved him, and not only Abraham, but his seed, also.

And Abraham being seventy-five years old, and Sarah, sixty-five years old (forty, fifty, sixty), twenty-five years past menopause, lived with her since she was a young lady; they were married, and they was not fertile. And God told Abraham that, "you're going to have a child by Sarah": the impossibles. And Abraham believed God, no matter how impossible it seemed, "he believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness."

Could you imagine an old man going around here (seventy-five years old, his wife, sixty-five) saying, "Glory to God, we're going to have a baby." Why the--why the doctors of the day would have said, "The old man's just a little bit off at his head." Truly, any man that will believe God is considered a little off at his head. You are, according to the world, but you're gloriously saved in Jesus Christ.
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«  E-18       †         Now, I can see Abraham get up a few mornings later, after God give him promise, said, "How you feel, Sarah?"

"No different, just the same."

But, "Praise God, we're going to have it anyhow." Went out and bought up the pins and the birdeye, everything, getting ready for it. He made ready. Are you making ready, tonight, to get out of them wheelchairs, cots, stretchers, and everything, get out of here? God has promised it, if you believe it.

Now, months passed, every day I could see him say, "Sarah, how you feel?"

"No different."

But, "Glory to God, we're going to have it anyhow." Why? God said so. Twenty-five years passed, and Abraham was still giving God praise for the baby. More impossible, instead of growing weak, he growed strong, for it was a greater miracle all the time, longer it waited, more of a miracle it was. What a marvelous faith.

Now, you're the seed of Abraham, if you be dead in Christ. Oh, I just love that, nothing you can do. My, how God has made that plain, not by anything that you can do, only what God has did for you in Christ. "Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness," the law of redemption, anyone knows that, what, the law of redemption.
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«  E-19       †         I hear so many... Now, my Arminian brethren, I don't aim to rub this in, but this may pinch just a little bit, but I love you, see. All right. Notice, not nothing you can do, you might live good all your life, and you go to hell. It's by the grace of God that you're saved, that's right; what God has did for you. Notice, the law of redemption, the innocent for the guilty. What if a little...

Back under the laws of redemption: What if a little old colt was born some night, a little mule, and that little mule was born with both ears hanging down (Now, if anybody knows anything about mules, that's an awful mule, the mule with his ears hanging down: he's no good.) and he's cross-eyed, he's knock kneed, his tail sticks right up, what a horrible looking creature. Well, that poor little old mule would... could look in a mirror, and had intelligence, he'd say, "Oh, my! Wait till they come out and see me, I haven't even got a chance. Look what a horrible looking thing I am."

But if his mammy knowed anything about redemption, she'd say, "Wait a minute, honey, you fail to understand: They're not going to kill you. They're not going to even look at you. But you are born with a birthright. You're my first, you have a birthright. But the priest is never going to see you. He's not going to have to examine you. But a perfect lamb has to die in your place."

My, then the little mule could get out there and kick up his heels, and have a big time. Why? He ain't going to die. He ain't going to have to be looked at. A perfect lamb has to die in his place. That's it.
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«  E-20       †         It's not what I am, who I am, it's the perfection of Jesus Christ in God, that died in my place, to make me what I am. It isn't whether I can stand. I can't. It's whether He stood in my place. Amen. Brother, that would make a Baptist shout. Yes, sir. There's something about it that's real. I believe in shouting. Amen. I believe in old-fashion religion. That's what's the matter today. I... They say your religion is too much emotion. I can prove to you, scientific, anything that hasn't got emotion, is dead. So, if your religion hasn't got a little emotion, you better bury it (That's right.), for it's dead. That's right. Yes, sir.
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«  45       †          Now, this had been promised by God, that He was going to deliver His people with a strong arm. Now, when this Word, He didn't call a priest, He didn't call a rabbi, He didn't call an executive. He called a shepherd, out on the mountain, a runaway, born, foreordained prophet that didn't want his job.

46    When you hear people desiring to be this, that, or the other, something, just watch, God never uses them. God had to hunt Moses down, to get him. He had to hunt Paul down, to get him. He... It's man that don't want to do it, they don't want things; then God takes that man, that he won't do it, so He can show His glory by it.
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«  47       †          Now watch. Every--every true God-sent sign is followed by a voice. Now you notice here, the text is the... the sign and the voice. "If they won't believe the voice of the first sign, then they'll believe the voice of the second sign." Now, the sign has a voice. And, now, every true God-sent sign has a voice, and that voice must speak according to the Word that's given for that day, just exactly.

48    If the voice comes, the same old voice of the same old... You see a sign, rather, and the sign that the man is doing is the same old school of thought, then you can say right then, "That didn't come from God," if it keeps identifying the same old school of thought. It never did. It never has. It would be against God's program.

49    It's got to be something new. It's got to be something that the people don't understand. It's got the... or it wouldn't be sent. It don't need to be sent, if the same old school of theology. It's got to be something different, yet it's got to be identified in the Word, that it is for that day. See, the positives of God's Word, it has to be that. There's no slip-ups to it. It's got to be the Truth; got to be vindicated by God, the Truth. And the man who speaks it has to be vindicated of God, to be a seer from God, or it's wrong; they don't even--don't even see it, at all, don't even believe it.
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«  50       †          Signs are--are from God. The sign that follows... Or, the voice that follows the sign must be the voice of God speaking from the Word, for that age. Do you understand it? [Congregation says, "Amen."--Ed.]

51    God gives signs. What does He do it for? Always gives signs! He told them that's what they'd look for Him in, the signs. God gives signs to attract the attention of His people. Now let's study this, thoroughly. See, signs are given to attract the attention of the people. Because, when a God-sent sign is given, God is ready to speak. God is ready to speak, when the sign is given. If it comes from Heaven, it's from God, and God is ready to speak and He is trying to attract the people's attention.

52    And the Word comes to His prophet. And the prophet is identified by the sign that he shows, and then he comes to the Word and the Word is made manifest. That settles it; don't need any interpretation. God has already interpreted it. See, it's just as perfect as it can be.
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58    Now that shows exactly what I've just background. It must be a sign from God, and, if it is, there is a Scriptural voice behind it, for the promise of that day. Not the same old school; the rabbis and things had been going through the schools, or the everything, all along, all along, the priests, and so forth. But this is something new, and it's Scriptural, it's a promise; and a sign to attract the prophet.
59    And then, He said now, before he goes down there, he has got to have something to a vindicate himself of being a prophet, see, before they would receive him. Said, "They won't say the Lord has appeared to me."
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«  65       †          Now His Word is fulfilled in His voice. What He promises, then He fulfills His Word by the voice.

66    The coming of a prophet is a warning sign that judgment is at hand. Always has been. Let me just quote one.
67    Look at Noah rising up in the last, in the--in the days of the antediluvian world, a prophet prophesying. What was it? Judgment struck immediately after.

68    Moses went into Egypt, a vindicated prophet with the signs of the prophet. What happened? Judgment struck Egypt right afterwards.

69    Elijah come on the scene, the prophet, and prophesied to Ahab and that nation. What happened? Judgment struck it right afterwards. Right.

70    John the Baptist come on, as a sign. He was a prophet. He was a prophet-sign come on the earth. They knowed, when he come on, the Messiah would speak, after him. It had to be, 'cause, get the--get the elected.
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«  152       †          The promise, to make it fulfill, it's never been so in all the ages. We've never had it before. Search the history. Never did it appear. And where did It, supposed to go to in the last days? To the elect Church. Not to Babylon, not to Sodom; they had a messenger down there. But the Holy Spirit is the Messenger to the elect Church, tonight, God dwelling in human flesh, showing Himself, the Discerner, the Word that discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart. "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever." He is Jehovah-Jireh. He has already provided our Sacrifice, and is confirming His covenant. He is keeping His covenant, in the last days, with the people.
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«  E-31       †        Notice. They're going down in there, how perfect it was with the Scriptures. How Joseph, the younger son, rejected of his brethren: Christ, rejected of His brethren. He wore a coat of seven colors, Joseph. And the seven colors, of course, represented seven colors in the rainbow, which was a covenant.

And God always has His covenant people. And then, this one young Joseph was killed, supposingly, by his brethren, and his coat was to be returned to his father.
