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«  178       †          Now we see His mystery He had hid in His mind before the foundation of the world. 

HE HAD TO DISPLAY HIS ATTRIBUTES

Now let's just all turn, just for one reading, anyhow, to the Book of Ephesians, and let's begin at the--the 1st chapter of the Ephesians, to read. And now as the Sunday school lesson goes on now, in this threefold manifestation of Christ, let's read.

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,...

179    Now watch, it's not addressed to the world, but:

... to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus:
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«  180       †          How do you get into Christ Jesus? By joining church? [Congregation says, "No."--Ed.] By a Birth! "By one Spirit," First Corinthians 12, "we are all baptized into one Body." See?

181    All right, that's the ones he's talking to. That ain't addressed to the outside world. We can't talk to the sinner on this, 'cause he knows nothing about it. Paul didn't address it to no sinners. He said, "This is to that--that--that Group there that's in Christ Jesus."
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all spiritual blessings (whereabouts?) in heavenly places in Christ:
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«  182       †      "Heavenly places." Oh, how I wish I had time! Here I've got it marked right here in my Bible, about Heavenly places, what is Heavenly places. Heavenly places, just for a moment, is "the believer's position in Christ," see, "where the believer stands in Christ," in Heavenly places.

According as he has chosen us... (listen close)... chosen us in him before the foundation of the world,...

183    When did He choose us? "Before the foundation of the world," when His great hidden mystery, His great secret.

... He chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in (what?) love:

Having (what?) predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,
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«  184       †          "Predestinated!" There's the mystery. He, before Christ or anything else was ever on earth, you see His great mystery, that He chose the Bride. Knowing Eve would fall, from disbelieving the Word, knowing that she would fall; but He would choose a Bride that would not fall, that would hold to that Word regardless of what all the rest of the world had to say about It. They would hold to that Word! They are predestinated to stand there, "the adoption of children by Jesus Christ," predestinated the Church to that great, glorious stand!
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«  185       †          Now you see His secret? What to? To restore fallen Eve, as she was a prefigure of the Church. And now notice, as God opened up the side of Adam and took out Eve, by his own flesh and blood; and divided his spirit from masculine and feminish, to feminish, and put it in Eve. Took the rib from under his side, and made Eve out of it; so God did the same thing, taking out of the side of Christ, the Blood and the water. And Christ is the Word, and taking the Word and making up His Church, Eve; see, back to Himself again, redeemed by the Blood that was come from His Body. You see it now? [Congregation says, "Amen."--Ed.]

186    God's great mystery now being unfolded, that's been hid since the foundation of the world, but prefigured it all the way down through. Now watch, we find that, that He--that He did that. And here in Ephesians, and many other places, but that will give you enough to... Now, down through the ages, He has been slowly unfolding this mystery. Can you see now? Now, down through the...
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«  187       †          How did He? What happened in the prefigure now? He opened Adam's side and took part of his flesh, which was Adam, to make Eve. The Bride has to be the Word, for He is the Word. She cannot stand on creeds. She cannot stand on denomination. She cannot stand on good behavior. She has to stand alone on the Word, because She is part of It. She was taken from Christ. See?
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«  188       †          And to be sure, that, the whole Rapture now; Luther was a part, Wesley was a part, the prophets was a part. If they're--aren't a part... Just in the revelation that they was making up, the body, feet, toes, arms, and so forth, until the Head (which we get to that in a few minutes), see, that makes the entire Rapture. It's the Body of the Word, which is Christ. Amen!

189    Outside of That, you're lost. I don't care how good you are, or what your relationship is, or what your fellowship is, or what your organization is, you're lost, outside of that Word being in you.
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«  10       †          We all believe in the Coming of the Lord, that His Coming is soon at hand. We believe It's at hand now. We don't know just what time it'll be that He will arrive. In view of this, we want to put forth every effort that we know how, to further the Kingdom and get that last person saved into the Kingdom. And when the last one is saved, there will not be--there will not be one extra. It'll just be just so many. And when that last one is brought in, the Body of Christ is completed, the Rapture will come.

11    And so we are longing for that day, to get out of this place where we're at here now, for it's certainly a--a pesthouse, we know that, full of sickness, disease, and disappointments, and troubles. And, my, who would want to stay here, when there's such a better Place to get to?
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«  12       †          So we're--we're trying to get every soul saved, so that Jesus can come. And He cannot come until that last one that has the name of the Book of Life, that was put There before the foundation of the world; when that name is called, that's the last one then. He came to redeem, to bring back. Redeem is "to bring back." And when He brings the last one in... He is setting at the right hand of God, tonight, doing His mediatorial work. And when that last soul is saved, that was redeemed, and seen and knowed by God before the foundation of the world; when that last soul is saved, that closes the Book. Then the Lamb comes out, takes the Book out of the right hand of Him that sets upon the Throne. Then it's... He's coming then, He's coming to the earth. I think that God is...
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«  13       †          Many times we get nervous and we begin to think, "Well, it ought to be this way, and we've got to make it this way or make it that way." We don't have nothing to do into it; just play our part that He leads us to play. Remember, there's nothing out of cater.
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«  15       †          God, like in the beginningHe was self-existing, Elohim. So there was nothing to worship Him, so He was just the great Eternal.

16    But in Him was attributes. And attributes is thoughts. Just like you have to think of anything before you speak it; then when you speak, it becomes a word. And then He is the Eternal, and in Him was attributes. And He spoke it, and It was the Word, and the Word is made manifest. And as the Word is made manifest, it's God becoming material.

17    And so, everything is right on time, we don't have to worry about that. He, He'll have everything. He'll never let His enemy override Him. He'll let the enemy do certain things, to lead people into temptation, to try His--His child, and so forth. "For every son that comes to God must be chastened of God, and tried." 
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56    And when a man is filled with the Holy Ghost, there is something in him, that's full of God's spiritual Vitamin, makes him praise God, shout, and act different. Because why? He is no longer earthbound. He is in the Heavens, sailing around, in Heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

57    He left them earthbound with their bicycles and automobiles, they've went to the air. Yes, sir. Practically has taken them out of there, out of date. They healed the sick. They spoke in unknown languages, and done many things.
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«  58       †          But now, friends, may I say this. It has come to the age of astronaut. We have moved out of the airplane age. We got more power now. The astronaut age has come in. What is it? Not a... We've come into a spiritual age of astronaut, see, going above. It's not... It's the same Spirit, only more power, only lifted higher, can go higher, see more, believe more, be more like Christ. Not the automobile, not the horse and buggy, not even the airplane, but, the astronaut, he sweeps on and above each one.

59    It's called the eagle age, in the Bible. God calls His prophets... Eagle age! We realize, over in the Bible, we find, in Malachi 4, that we're promised that in the last days. Now, He likes His prophets to eagles. He calls Himself eagle. He is the great Jehovah Eagle.

60    He is able to achieve, to Himself, a Bride. He is going to, in the last days, be able to get a Bride, that with a ministry that's so exactly, the... like a man and his wife becomes one. And when Jehovah gets His people like Him, then He lives in His people. They are one.
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«  62       †          Now is the astronaut age. And the astronaut sees things that the horse rider, automobile, or airplanes, either, sees. He goes higher. The airplane is still down here bouncing around in the clouds, and having blowouts, and hit-downs, and everything else. But he goes beyond the clouds of creeds and denominations, moves on up into the Heavens, plumb away from everything.

63    The astronaut age, we are living in the astronaut age. Just as sure as God has testified by the natural happenings there, so is He testifying now that, if we've achieved an astronaut, God has achieved what He promised to achieve in the last days, according to Malachi 4. Only thing He has to do is get somebody in His hands, that can cut loose from the airplanes and automobiles, and whatmore. Not look back to what it was, but more power to lift him higher, lift him into the Presence of God, lift him up there where all things are possible. Now we see it's happening. There is no doubt to it.
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«  64       †          So does the spiritual astronaut, as the natural astronaut goes on above the planes; the planes always wrecking up, and fussing in the clouds, and everything like that. There can be nothing greater, no more achievement, than the astronaut. Only thing he has to do is just keep putting more power, he'll go anywhere he wants to, see, because he's done gone into space. Airplanes are still down, wrecking, fussing, grounded, and everything like that. But the astronaut don't have to be grounded. He goes on above the clouds. He goes on above, on above the creed, on above the denomination, on above those say, "It isn't so, It isn't so!" He has got a Guide, the Holy Spirit. The Word tells him so, and he moves on!
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«  67       †          Ministry, what does it, the astronaut sees things, that the planes and everything is out of date. So does the spiritual astronaut, goes beyond the clouds and beyond creeds, and beyond doubt, out into outer space; outer space, of all unbelief, outer space where he don't hear the chatter saying, "Well, you can't do it. Nobody will cooperate, cooperate with you. You can't do this. You can't do that." He doesn't notice it. He is an astronaut. He goes on beyond those clouds. "It's too stormy. We can't make it." It don't make any difference to an astronaut; he goes beyond the storm. See, that's the way it is to a real astronaut faith today. They say, "Well, the doctor said so-and-so." That might be all right, but an astronaut don't believe that.

68    When It's wrote Here, he's got It in his heart. Something tells him, he just propels right on out. That's all. Goes right on out into the space, because we're living in a astronaut age, yes, sir, out in space, "where all things are possible to them that believe." He has a Guide, which is His Word, that tells him how to go, the Word of God.

THERE IS NO GRAVITY, NO RESISTANCE
NOTHING PULLING YOU DOWN
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«  69       †          Natural astronaut is... has something to control him. When the astronaut is in the air, he has something backwards here, back down here on the earth, that controls him. It's called radar. That radar moves him around, shows where he's at, tells what he's doing. And that radar controls him from a radar tower, here on earth. That's the natural astronaut.

70    So the spiritual astronaut has a control Power, has a control tower, too. It's not down here, like man is. It's up There. And it's the Holy Ghost that's in him, that's controlling him, a tower of the baptism of the Holy Ghost. It's under control, keeps him in control by the Word; not in a bunch of fanaticism, some whooped up nonsense; but, THUS SAITH THE LORD, and it happens. It's always under control. He's got a control tower, that's the Holy Ghost. And the Word is His--His program, and he lays right into that program. And the power of the Holy Ghost endows him to move out, and it brings the achievement that God wants to be achieved for His people, that it might fulfill what He promised.
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«  71       †          Jesus did not heal the people because He had to do it. He fulled it, fulfilled the Scripture. He healed because it was written He would do it. He don't have to show these signs today, He don't have to have a ministry of such-and-such, but He promised He would do it. He does it to fulfill His promise.

72    Brother, sister, man, women, can't you see that? Can't you see the type of the spiritual and the natural?
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«  76       †          So they got in their great big scientific tube, here not long ago, astronaut tube, and are taking the countdown now, headed for the moon. They're getting off of here, too. They've got an astronaut in a big tube, powered by atomic power, that they can send it plumb to the moon, they claim. They got in their tube and are waiting for the countdown.

77    The spiritual astronaut got in Christ and is listening to the countdown of the Word. 
78    What are they doing? They are wrapped in Christ, in rapturing grace. Nothing they did, themselves. Christ took the uneducated, the foolish things of the world, wrapped His astronauts in it, and empowered them with the Holy Ghost, to take off. This world is going to be left alone. That's right, taking off!
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«  79       †          Notice, the natural man even counts backwards. I said he did things backwards. He counts backwards. 
83    What does God do? He starts with His number, seven. That's God's number. Watch Him, seven. Oh, He counts ahead, starting with one. He starts with His first church age. That's what His symbols was on earth. There is seven church ages.

88    Until, now She is getting resurrected Power in her, to fly beyond the things of the world, seeing Him in out here in the Church, making Himself the same yesterday, today, and forever. Yes, sir. The countdown is even over. Every church age has done passed. We're ending on the Laodicea.

64-0209  COUNTDOWN_  BAKERSFIELD.CA  V-22 N-9  SUNDAY_

«  91       †          Are you driving a horse and buggy today, are you riding a bicycle, are you... an automobile, or have you got up into the clouds with a plane? If you have, I've got something to tell you. There is an astronaut age on now. Why don't you come get into the Astronaut? Oh, I know it sounds scary. The first man that ever got in an airplane, liked to scared him to death; first one that had an automobile, you know what it done; but now it's a common thing. Oh, brother, sister. Jesus Christ is here, the great Astronaut tube that we're to be in. Cloud over us, won't mean one thing; He'll break every cloud of doubt, everything of unbelief, and sweep out yonder into the space.

92    If you haven't got into Him, yet, you have an opportunity this afternoon. Would you raise your hands, and say, "Pray for me, Brother Branham, that I can walk into that place where I can see every Word that God promised, I can see and feel the--the pulsating Power of God within me, that I know that my... this world and things has gone from me"? God bless. Just look at the hands. My, oh, my! All, everywhere.
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«  93       †          Our Heavenly Father, You see their hands. I'm only responsible for preaching the Word. 

94    And may they see that, these achievements. They see it in the natural; then if we look back, we see it in the spiritual. You're here, Lord. You promised, 

95    And, Father, so many things could be said right here, maybe the church wouldn't understand. But I pray that You'll give them such a crave for It, Lord, that they'll come and see we're at the end time, the astronaut age. I pray, Father, that they'll realize it isn't trying to condemn what they had, it's only trying to give them more, rapturing grace, for the hour will come when we'll have to have rapture Power; not only to heal the body, but to change it in a moment, in a twinkling of an eye. Christ will be so real into their bodies till He can change it, by His great death and what He purchased. May they take this, today, that Token that I spoke of last night, hold It before them and walk into this  O God, where all the great mysteries of God is unfolded in those Seven Seals and made known to man. Grant it, Father.
96    They're Yours now. I realize that altar calls is what we do, but, Lord, You said, "As many as believed." I pray that You will give them faith, to believe. 

98    Now, the first thing is, these things that we're talking about, are they so, are they not? We know the Bible promised it, but is He here? God is here to do what we... what He promised that He would do. God is here. See, we've gone beyond speaking with tongues. That's--that's all right, see. We've gone beyond these little things. And, see, we're into a place now where we've got to have astronaut faith, that's astronaut power to realize that we're in Christ already, just more of Christ, see, to lift us up into Heavenly places.
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«  99       †          The old method of praying, laying hands on the sick, that's good. That was Luther's days, friend, back in the automobile, or so forth. We're beyond that now.
100    Remember, Jesus come to the Jews, the old days, Jairus said, Jairus said, "Come and lay Your hands upon my daughter, and she'll live." But the Roman said, "I'm not worthy that You come, just speak the Word." See? To rec-... He recognized the power of Christ, that He was over all things.

101    Now, if Christ is over all things, He's--He's got to keep His Word. He is King. He is God. He must keep His Word, "The works that I do, shall you also." Now, as far as healing somebody, nobody can do it, because it's already done. It's already done. It's just the recognition of it, see, the recognition that He is in our presence. Do you believe that? 
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«  538       †          See what I mean? He has begin to give Life unto His Body, (why?) the One that He has redeemed. The mediatorial work is done, He's bringing His Life to Body, in a vindication for the Rapture. Remember, now, in the last day...
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«  529       †          Then, our Headship is a Kingdom. "The Kingdom of God is within you," said the Bible, Jesus. The Kingdom! We are not a denomination. We belong to a Kingdom, and the Kingdom is the Word of God made Spirit and Life in our own life, bringing to pass every promise in this day, as it did in that day when the Word and God was one. And the Word and God is one in His Church today, making It the Headship of the Body that is redeemed, to bring the Message in the last day; and be taken up from the dead, in the resurrection, to go back and restore again, as Adam and Eve, in the beginning in the garden of Eden. The threefold mystery of God, His Body! Oh, my!

Notice closely now, like in types, Israel of old. [Blank.spot.on.tape--Ed.]
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«  531       †          Now look. Notice now, united together under one Headship, in a like manner, type of Israel of old. Now you getting it? Like Israel of old; one God, vindicated by a Pillar of Fire, and revealed Hisself through a prophet, to be the Word. The same God, same Pillar of Fire, same way; He cannot change His ways. Is that... Just perfect as it can be. Isn't it? See? [Congregation says, "Amen."--Ed.]

